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Count of the Holy Boman Empire was conferred in 1748, by
the Emperor Francis, in reward for his services as Envoy and
Plenipotentiary at the Court of Queen Anne. Our deceased
Member was a Justice of the Peace for Middlesex, and only
forty-five years of age at the time of his death.

He was an ardent lover of the science of Numismatics, and
an unwearied student of the Roman branch of the subject. He
amassed an immense collection of Roman coins, ranging from
the earliest specimens of the Consular period down to the latest
Byzantine, together with the Merovingian, Ostro-Gothic, and
Visi-G-othic imitations. His collection, consisting of many thou-
sand specimens, he presented to our National Museum, and he
was for years a daily frequenter of the Medal Room, where he
spent his time in perfecting the arrangement of the Roman
Series according to a system of his own.

In the Consular Cabinets he adopted, with certain modifica-
tions, the chronological arrangement of Mornmsen and the Duke
de Blacas, entirely abolishing the old alphabetical classification
according to families. The coins of the Empire he arranged
under the mints at which they were struck, dividing the coins
of each Emperor into geographical classes according to their
mint-marks, and in default of these, by their style and fabric.
The barbarous imitations of Roman coins he treated in a similar
way; and upon this class, which forms the link between the
Roman and Mediaeval money, he bestowed especial study* We
may here mention that it is a matter of great regret to all who
take an interest in Roman coins that Mr. de Salis did not live
to complete the great work which he had in hand, in which he
intended to explain his reasons for assigning certain coins to
certain localities by their fabric. The authorities of the Medal
Room, respecting the scientific principles on which Mr. de Salis
based his arrangement, have maintained his classification in-
tact, although it possesses certain disadvantages for a public
collection, inasmuch as it is not always easy to find a given coin
at a moment's notice; it is, however, acknowledged by all that the